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IN THE CLAIMS; 

Claim 1 (Cancelled) 

2. (Currently amended) The implant of claim 53, e tek»4^wherein said trailing end wall 
and said leading end wall each have a height that is less than the height of both said anterior wall 
and said posterior wall. 

3. (Currently amended) The implant of claim S3> e tem^wherein said posterior wall is 
concave and said anterior wall is convex. 

4. (Currently amended) The implant of claim S3, etaim-^wherein said leading end wall 
and said trailing end wall have the same height 

Claim 5 (Cancelled) 

6. (Currently amended) The implant of claim 53, e krim 1, w herein said leading end wall 
includes an insertion tool engaging portion. 

7. (Currently amended) The implant of claim 53, c laim K wherein said insertion tool 
engaging portion is an internally threaded hole formed through said trailing end wall. 

Claims 8-10 (Cancelled) 

11. (Original) Tho implant of claim 10, A spinal implant, comprising: 
a leading end wall: 

a trailing end wall opposite said leading end wall: 

a posterior wall extending between said leading end wall and said trailing end wall: 
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an anterior wall extending between said le ading end wall and said trailing end wall, 
wherein said anterior wall includes a first anterior late ral opening adjacent said leading end wall 
and a second anterior lateral opening adjacen t said trailing end wall: 

an u pper bearing member exte ndin g between and conn ected to said leading end wall said 
anterior wall, said posterior wall and said traili ng end wall; 

an opposite lower bearing member including extending betwee n and connected to said 
leading end walL said anterior walL said posterior wall and sai d trailing end wall, wherein said 
upper bearing member and said lower bearing mem ber each include a cantilevered portion 
extending bevond said anterior wall: wherein; 

said first anterior lateral opening is defined betw een a first vertical strut said 

leading end wall and said upper and lower bearing members: 

said second anterior lateral opening is defined between a second v ertical strut, 

said trailing end wall and said upper and lower bea ring members: and 

said anterior wall further including a middle opening defi ned between said first 

strut, said second strut, and said upper and lowe r bearing members: and 

further comprising an offset strut adjacent said middle opening and offset towards said 
posterior wall, said offset strut extending between said upper bearing member and said lower 
bearing member. 

12. (Currently amended) The implant of claim 11, claim 8 , wherein said anterior wall has 
a height that is greater than a height of said posterior wall, and said trailing end wall is adapted 
for coupling to an insertion tool. 

13. (Currently amended) The implant of claim 11, e loim 8 , w herein: said upper bearing 
member includes an upper strut and a pair of openings on either side of said upper strut; and said 
lower bearing member includes a lower strut and a pair of openings on either side of said lower 
strut. 

14. (Currently amended) The implant of claim 11, olaim 8 , wherein: 
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said upper bearing member includes a number of grooves formed in an upper bearing 
surface thereof; and 

said lower bearing member includes a number of grooves formed in a lower bearing 
surface thereof. 

Claims 15-52 (Cancelled) 

53. (Currently amended) Tha implnnt of olnim 52. A spinal implant adapted for non- 
linear insertion in an intradiscal space, comprising: 
a leading end wall; 

a trailing end wall opposite said leading end wall hav ing an insertion tool engaging 
portion: 

a posterior wall extending between said leading end wall and sai d trailing end wall: 

an anterior wall extending between said leading end wall and said trailing end wall, 
wherein said anterior wall includes a first anterior lateral opening adjacent said leading end wall 
and a second anterior lateral opening adjacent said trailing end wall: 

at least one strut extending between said posterior wall and said anterior wall: 

an upper bearing member extending between and connected to said leading end wall, said 
anterior wall, said posterior wall and said trailing end wall: 

an opposite lower bearing member extending between and connecte d to said leading end 
wall said anterior wall, said posterior wall and said trailing end walL wherein: 

said posterior wall has a height that is less than the height of said anterior wall: 

said upper bearing member and said lower bearing member each include a cantilevered 
portion extending bevond said anterior wall: 

said first anterior lateral opening is defined between a first vertical strut, said leading end 
wall and said upper and lower bearing members; 

said second anterior lateral opening is defined between a second vertical strut said 
trailing end wall and said upper and lower bearing members; 

said anterior wall further including a middle opening defined between said first strut, said 
second strut, and said upper and lower bearing members: and 
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further comprising an offset strut adjacent said middle opening and offset towards said 
posterior wall, said offset strut extending between said upper bearing member and lower bearing 
member. 

Claims 54-56 (Cancelled) 

57. (Currently amended) Tho implant of olaim 56. A spinal implant comprising: 
a leading end wall: 

a trailing end wall opposite said leading end wall: 

a posterior wall extending between said leading end wall and sai d trailing end wall: 

an anterior wall extending between said leading end wall and said trailing end wall, 
wherein said openings in said anterior wall include a first anterior latera l opening adjacent said 
leading end wall and a second anterior l ateral opening adjacent said trailing end wall; 

an upper bearing member extending between and connected to said leading end wall, said 
anterior wall, said posterior wall and said trailing end wall: 

an opposite lower bearing member extending between and connected to said lea ding end 
wall, said anterior wall, said posterior wall and said trailing end w all, wherein said anterior wall 
includes at least one strut positioned between openings on eac h side thereof, and said upper 
bearing member and said lower bearing member each include a cantilevered portion extending 
bevond said strut and said openings, wherein: 

said at least one strut includes a first vertical strut and a second ve rtical strut: 

said first anterior lateral opening is defined between said first vertical strut, said leading 
end wall and said upper and lower bearing members: 

said second anterior lateral opening is defined between said second vertical strut said 
trailing end wall and said upper and lower bearing members: 

said anterior wall further including a middle opening defined between said first strut said 
second strut and said upper and lower bearing members: and 

further comprising an offset strut adjacent said middle opening and offset towards said 
posterior wall, said offset strut extending between said upper bearing member and said lower 
bearing member. 
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58. (Currently amended) The implant of claim 57, o lai m 5 4, -wherein said anterior wall 
has a height that is greater than a height of said posterior wall, and said trailing end wall is 
adapted for coupling to an insertion tool. 

59. (Currently amended) The implant of claim 57. olaim §4? w herein: 

said upper bearing member includes a pair of openings on either side of said upper strut; 

and 

said lower bearing member includes a lower strut and a pair of openings on either side of 
said lower strut. 

60. (Currently amended) The implant of claim 57. olaim 54. wherein: 

said upper bearing member includes a number of grooves formed in an upper bearing 
surface thereof; and 

said lower bearing member includes a number of grooves formed in a lower bearing 
surface thereof. 

Claims 61-68 (Cancelled) 

69. (Currently amended) The implant of claim 6 8 , A spinal implant adapted for non- 
linear insertion in an intradiscal space, comprising: 
a leading end wall: 

a trailing end wall opposite the leading end walk 

a posterior wall extending between said leading end wall and said trailing end wall; 

an anterior wall extending between said leading end wall and said trailing end wall: 

an upper bearing member extending between said leading end wall* said anterior wall, 
said posterior wall and said trailing end wall: 

an opposite lower bearing member extending between said leading end wall, said anterior 
wall, said posterior wall and said trailing end wall, wherein: 
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the implant has a center axis extending generally in t he direction between said 
leading end wall and said trailing end wall, said posterior wall and said anterior wall 
being positioned on opposite sides of said center axis: 

said trailing end wall and said leading end wall each have a height that is less than 
the height of both said anterior wall and said posterior wall and said anterior wall has a 
height greater than a height of said posterior wall: 

said anterior wall includes at least one strut posit ioned between openings on each side 
thereof and said upper bearing member and said lower beari ng member each include a 
cantilevered portion extending bevond said strut and said open ings, wherein: 

said openings in said anterior wall include a first anterior lateral opening a djacent said 
leading end wall and a second anterior lateral opening adjace nt said trailing end wall: 

said at least one strut includes a first vertical strut and a seco nd vertical strut: 

said first anterior lateral opening is defined between sa id first vertical strut, said leading 
end wall and said upper and lower bearing members: 

said second anterior lateral opening is defined between said second v ertical strut, said 
trailing end wall and said upper and lower bearing members: 

said anterior wall further including a middle opening defined between said first strut, said 
second strut, and said upper and lower bearing members: and 

further comprising an offset strut adjacent said middle opening and offset toward said 
posterior wall, said offset strut extending between said upper bearing member and said lower 
bearing member. 

70. (Currently amended) The implant of claim 69, olaim 66, wherein said posterior wall 
is concave between said leading and trailing end walls and said anterior wall is convex between 
said leading and trailing end walls. 
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